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Ver. 22. But the fruit 4 the Spirit is Love, Foy, Peace, 
Lmg-(ufferin Gent exceſs, . Faitb, 
23. Meekmſs , Temperance : againſt ſuch there in uo 


E that ſhall impertially look upon for- 
mer and the preſent times, find 
that of Salomon exactly true, There i Zccleſ. 1.9. 
uso nen 22 the ſun: Jer us ſabu- 
= la,nevi Hiſtriones The things we ſee 
done are but the fame thirigs that 
have been done, onely a&ed over a- 
gain by new Perſons, and with a few 
new circumſtances, It was in the A- 
poſtles times, and in the Churches of Galatias, even as it is 
with us in theſe dayes; Falfe Teachers had crept in amon 
them, who by their Hypocrifie and prexenſions of the Spirit, Gal. 1. 6. 
hey were removed (after 
a ſort) unto another Goſpel,and ſo extremely ſ6wred their 
Charity, that from provoking and at 4 they were now 5. 26. 
grown to biting and devouring one another. 5-15, 
The Apoſtle wondering at this ſo unexpected a change, LI 


CNL 
A 2 mar- 


| G4. 3 1. 


moſt Eſſential | 
- rity, thought it high time for him, after he had firſt ſchool- 


ring, Gentleneſs, Gocdneſs, Faith. Mee 


ed,-Gal:1.6.] to ſee them ſo 
,andbewitched.in their-af- | 


* 


10 adetay in the two 
parts of Chriſtian Religion, Faith, and Cha- 


ed them | © fooliſh Galatians, Who hath bewitched you] to 
offer this advice towards the allaying of thoſe heats and 
diſtempers that were the cauſes of this ſo ſad and dange- 
rous an alteratiog.'.... + -.. 

The Remedy he preſcribeth for that end [verſe 16. I is 
ſhort, but very ſure, if they will follow it, Wall in the ſpirit, 
and ye ſball not ful fil the luſts of the fleſh. As if he had ſaid, 
Vou talk much of the Spirit, but you make it little appear in 
the fruit of your lives that you are led by the Spirit. The 
Spirit and the fleſh are contraries, and they luſt contrary 
things, verſe 17. If you were as careful to walk in the 
Spirit, as you are to boaſt of it, you would not be ſo for- 
ward as now you are, by the cheriſhing of unbrotherly con- 
tentions, and other wayes, to fulfil the Luſts of the fleſn 

An hard thing it is to bring an overweening Hypocrite 
to a true underſtanding of himſelf; for Pride and Hypocriſie 
are two ſuch things as few men are willing to own. That 
they might therefore with better certainty be able to diſ--- - 


cern whether they were indeed Spiritual, or but yet carnal, .. 


the Apoſtle proceedeth to deſcribe the fleſh and the Spirit, 


by ſundry their different effects A Catalogue we have for 


that purpoſe, of the works of thelfief , in ſeventeen parti- 
culars,in the three next verſes before the Text; and then a- 
nother Catalogue ofthe fruit of the Spirit, in nine particu- 
lars, in the Text it ſelf. | 
Whercin we may obſervethree things, Firſt, the Notion, 


or general Deſcription. of ſpiritual graces as they are here 


propoſed : they go under this name, The fruit of the Spirit. 
Secondly, the particular ſpecies given in under that name or 
Notion, They are theſe nine, Love. [2 Peace, Leng- ſuſfe- 

eſs, and T -mperance. * 
Thirdly, a ſpecial Priviledge belonging to all and every the 
atoreſaid particulars; to wit, exemption from the Law: A. 
gainſt ſuch there is no Law. | In - 
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In the general Deſcription (which is like to be our onely 
balincfsarthis time) the thing we are to take gets gl d, 
the difference that may be obſerved between the Titles un- 
der which Saint Paul hath. entered the ſeveral particulars 
of both ſorts, as they are ſet down, the one in the beginning 
of verſe 19. ¶ The works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are 
theſe, Adultery, c&c. ] The other in the beginning of ver/e 22. 

L at the fruit of the ſpiru 15 Love, ge .nd -theſe differen- 

ces are four. Firſt, Thoſe effects of the former ſort: pro- 
ceed originally from the fleſs, theſe from the Spirit. Se- 
condly, Thoſe are rather ſtyled by the name of works, = 
theſe by the name of Fruit ; The Works of the fleſs, but the 

Fruit of the Spirit. Thirdly, Thoſe are ſet forth as many 
and apart, Works, in the Plural; theſe as many, but united 

into one Fruit, in the Singular. Fourthly, Thoſe are ex- 
preſly ſaid to be manifeſt; of theſe, no ſuch thing at all men- 
tioned. x Ut | | 

The firſt difference which ariſeth from the nature of the. — 
things themſelves, as they relate to their ſeveral proper 

cauſes, is of the four, the moſt obvious and important; and 

it is this, That whereas the vicious habits and ſinful actions 

Cataloꝑued in the former verſes are the productions of the 

ſeſh; The graces and vertues ſpecified in the Text, are aſ- 

cribed to the Spirit, asto their proper- and Original cauſe ; 

they are not the y/orkg of the fleſh, as the former, but the 
Fruit of the Spirit. 5 978 

Where phe firſt queſtion that every man will be ready to 
ask,is, What is here meant by the Spirit? 
The neceſſity of expreſſing Supernatural and Divine 

things, b words taken trom Natural or Humane affairs, 

hath produced another neceſſity of enlarging the ſignifica- 

tions of ſundry of thoſe words to a very great latitude;which 

is one ſpecial cauſe of the obſcurity which is found in ſun- 

dry places of Holy Scripture, and conſequently of the diffi- 

culty of giving the proper and | xp ſenſe of ſuch places, 

and conſequen ly to that (amidit ſo many interpretations of 

one and the ſame place, whilſt each contendeth for that 

ſenſe which himſelf hath - pitched upon) of a Di- 

l putes 


ſpares and Controverſies in point of Religion. | 
Amongwhichwerds,three efpeciatly I have obſerved, all 
of them of very frequent uſe in the New Teſtament ;- which, 
as they are ſubjeck to greaxer variety of ſignifications than 
moſt other words are, ſo'haverhey ever yer beer, and are 
| hike to be to the worlds end, the matter and fuch of v 
many and very fiery contentions in the Church. Th 
three are Faith, Grade, and Spirit. 
if it wers poſtible alt men couſd ca 
each of theſe three words were to be underſtood in each 
place where any of them are found, three full parts, at leaſt 
of the four, of thoſe unhappy Controverfies that have been 
hetd up in the Chriſtian Church, woutd vanifh. 

And of the three, thisof the Spirit hath yet the-greateft 
Variety of fignifications. God in his Effence , the Perſon 
of the Holy t, pood Angels, evil Angels, extraordine- 
ry Gifts, wherewith the Apoſtles and others in the Primi- 
tree times 'were-endowed,; the ſeveral faculties of the ſoul; as 
under ſtanding, affections, and conſcience ; the whole ſoul 
of man, Supernatural grace, beſides many others not need- 


ful now to be remembred, all come under the y chr of 
te 


Spirit. Much of the ambiguity of the word (I confeſs) is 
tut off, when it is oppoſed to fleſn; yet even then atſo it 
wanteth no varietie. The literal and myſtical ſenſe, the 
Ordinances of the old and new Teſtament, the body and the 
ſoul, ſenſuality and reaſon; the corruption of nature, and 
the grace of God; all theſe may (according to the peculiar 
exigence of ſeveral places) be underſtood by the termes of 

Fleſh and S. irit. | 
Generally rhe word Spirit (in the common notion of it) 
importetli a-thing of ſubtile parts, but of an operative qua- 
lirie; ſo that the lefs any thing hath of matter, and the more 
of vertae, the nearer it cometh to the nature of a- Spirit; 
as the Wind, and the quint-eſfences of Vegetables or Mine- 
rals extracted by Chymical operations. Weuſe to ſay of 
a man that is of a ſad , Puggith, and flegmatick temper,that 
he hath no ſpirit; but if he be lively, active, quick, and vigo- 
rous, we then ſay, he hath a' ſpirit in him. It is ſaid of 
| the 


the Queen of Slchs, when the bew abe Widdom and 255 1 . 
Pf eng Sohn, amn, that there was u more in . f 
888 aunte and amaned at f, ſue bad av N 
ſenſe, or motion in her: che ſoul —— call'd 
Lag oc ores it ſelf no . ſubiſtance, it ynt 

«in 2 the body is the inwand Prin- | 
oiple of life thereunto — eh? chevefore , Te iparit of lift; Gen. 1.7 
And Saint aur: ſeith, be bady wirbour the ſpirit Lys be Jam. 2 26 
is, it is a livelefs damp of —— the fool. So chat 
whatſoever is eos epend; anternum, may in that ne- 
ſpe, and ſo far borrow the name of a irt; imſomuch 
as the very fleſh it ſelf, (ſo far forth as it is fountain of 
all hoſe evil works mentioned in _ fore- going verſes) | 
may in chat reſpect be called a ſpirit , and ſo it by Saint \ 
if ames, Ibo ſpirit that is in us bus e ſaichche; tbat "+ 
3 the-flefh chat is in us; for among the ' lufts 1 
and works of the fleſh, is envic reckoned , inthe very nent 
verſe before the Text. 

To come up dloſe to the „(for Tfear I have kep t off 
tos long) · as they ſtand here appoted, By Ries, 80 50 be 
clearlymeant the natural corru tionuf man; Andiby: Spire, 
the Supernatural grace of ( even as the fame words 
are alſo o taken in ſome — us namely , inthat ſay- . 

of out Saviour, obs 3. That whioh B the fleſß is & John 3.6; 4 
fleſh; and thet which ws how of the Spirit us Ayir. Which!“ 3. 
words may ſerue as a good Commentary upon this part of 
the Text: for they do not only warrant the Intenpretation, 
but afford us alſo theRraſon oft, under the Analogie of a 
twofold Birth or Generntion. 

The Generation, whether of Plants, or living Creatures, 
is eſſectual by that pralifical vertue which is in the Seed; 
Anſwerable therefore unto the N] fold Birth of in 
the Scripdures;there is alſo a twofold Seed. The firſt Birth 
is that of the old man, by Matural Generation, hereby we 
are born the ſons of Adam. The fecomd Birth is that of 
the newman, by Spiritual Regeneration. by which we are 
born chanel. Anſwerdble wherenmo , the firſt 
Sced-is Semen Ada, the fred of dum derived untous by car- 


nal 
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| "100 Es, 
nal Prbgagatien from our natural Parents, who are 5 
Heb. 12.9. fore called T he fathers ef our fleſh; together wherewith is a. 
| ſo derived that ngcleannefs, or corruption, which upon our 
firſt Birth cleaveth ſo inſeparably to our nature, and is the 
inward Principle from which all the works of the fleſh have 
5 their emanation. But then there is another Seed, Semen Dei, 
+ 0b. 3 9. (as S. ohn cals it) the ſeed of the ſecond Adam, Jeſus Chriſt, 
God bleſſed for ever, derived unto us by the communica- 
tion of the Holy Spirit inwardly renewing us; together 
wherewith is alſo derived à meaſure of inherent, ſuperna- 
tural grace, as the inward Principle whence all-theſe choyce 
fruits of the Spirit do flow. e 5 17 
So that upon the whole matter, theſe two points are clear: 
Fu ſt. clear it is, that all the wicked practices recited and 
condemned in the fore- going verſes, with all other of like 
quality, do proceed meerly from the corruption that is in us, 
trom our own depraved minds and wils, without any the 
| leaſt co-operation of the Holy Spirit of God therein. It 
cannot ſtand with the goodneſs of God to be the Principal, 
and neither with his goodneſs nor greatneſs to be an Aeceſ- 
fory in any ſinful ation. He cannot be either the Author, 
or the Abettor ofany thing that is evil. Whoſo therefore 
hath committed any fin, let him take heed he do not add a- 
nother and a worſe to it, by charging God with it; rather 
let him give God and his Spirit the glory, by taking all the 
blame and ſhame of it to himſelf, and his own fleſh. All 
finful works, are works of the fleſh. = 
Secondly, It is clear alſo, that all the holy affections and 
performances here mentioned, with all other Chriſtian ver- 
tues and graces accompanying ſalvation, not here mention- 
ed, (though wreught immediately by us, and with the free 
conſent of our wils) are yet the fruit of Gods Spirit work- 
ing in us; that is to ſay; they do not proceed Originally 
oF from any ſtrength of nature, or any inherent power in mans 
* free will; nor are they acquired by the culture of Philoſo- 
| phy, the advantages of Education, er any improvement 
whatſoever of natural abilities by the helps of Art or In- 
duſtry; but are in truth the proper effects of that ſuperuatu- 
| ral 
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Got theFutferPutrited/ for” ene 8 1 7 
' God che Sen, and are inch 882 tre ehe Tete 


and fecret inipirat on of God the Holy Gholt/ Lov, T 
Pelce, & c. a Ae at n of dhe Flach but iheeffy, 5 
— ant pirit. n nde TG9'f bi Is 
ofe very many ballig es i n hi new Telthmeliwhith ; 
eithet ſer forth the 82 leneſs of dur nature, to tlie 40 Car: 3 
ing of any thing that is good, [Not that we art f Fufficient of 5.» 
our ſelves to thin good ehoughe. In me, that , in my fleſs, N 7- 
there: dwtlleth nd gobd'rbing , and the like: Jor” elſe a ribe 18. 
our beſt performance to the glory of the grace of God, Joh 155 
[1 ithout me yo can di nothing. Al our ſuſtcitury i of Goll. 
Not of our ſelves, it ij ts gift o of God? t is God ob workerh , z Cor. 3. . 
in you both the will and the dee, and the like ]* are ſo many Epheſ. 2.8 
clear confirmations ofthisrruth. '/ e Phil 3-13 


Upont che eyidente of which truth it Js, cher our Mother 


the handsof Almighty God, that tie woild nds us with the 
; prace of his Holy Spirit, to amend our lives according t to his 
oly Word: and again, {conſonant} to the matter we are 
now in hand wich, almoſt n termnind,] that he Would give to 
all men increaſe of grdee. tn hear. er his Word; ind to 
receive it with pure affection, and to bing forth che fruits 
of the Spirit ; 48 without wh ich grace, it wert fiat poſſible 
ſor us to amend our lives, or to bring: forth ſuch fruits de. 
cordin as Godrequireth in his holy Word. A 
And the Reaſon is clear, becauſe, ave Tres. is, much 
the fruit be; Bo nen l/ fe gar ber grapcb f thorys or figs 141 Mank 7. 
ele or can they expect from a falt Fountain, ah then 
brackiſh water? certainly, what is born of fleſh, can beno 


better then-fleſh. Who can brings a dean thin ing out of chat 


which is unclean or hom can any ching that is, prbered 
from a heart, all tel imaginatious of che thou — 
of, are onely and continually evil? If we would have the 
frait good, reaſon will (and our Saviour preſctideth the 
lame Method) that order be- taken firſt to wake the Tree 
124281 5 197 15 &' -7 vi Match 1 2; 
jour 10 PER. 
B But 


= . "0 5 
_— Bux: e he narure 
I 8 ata bor Korn owes fruit 
r 7 rab o ſo as to make 
forth a pleaſant Apple. Truly and ſoit is: If you 
ſhall endeavor to 44> i, by altering the ſlock, you 
ſhall find-your labour altogether fruitleſs. 84 Crab will be 
a Crabftill, when yon have done what yon can; and you 
may as well ho Tale an + Ethiopian white, as t purge 
the fleſh from ſinful pollution. 
The work therefore muſt be done quite another way,not 


by 0 but by W that ws — the = Prin- 
ciple to remain as ĩt was, by ſuper-1 indcing( extra) a new 
— Principle of a different N more kindy litie. We ſee 


the experiment daily in the rees, - A Crab- 
gud if i if it have a cyon eee Ap le is artificially 
ed in it, look what branches are ſy ſuffored £0 grow out of 
5 it neee fallow che nature of the ſtock; 
ring forth any fruit at all, it will be ſower and 
ute ft th ark oweh from * graft, will be 
r it followeth to the nature of 
H., An engnefsed Word, 
old Rock, which before 
in it, cannot, bring forth any 
bot 1 85 3 to God: but when by the power- 
ful operation of bis holy Spirit, the word which we. hear 
with our outward ears, is inwardly grafted therein, itthen 
bringeth forth the beer of good living; ſo that all che bac 
f e 12 in ou lives, come from the old ſtock / the 
1 12 be any good fruit of the Spirit in us:; zit 
4 from ae vertue of that word of grace that is e in 


Jam: 2 20, 


upon us 5 fruits, LZ. * ſus Jo in 27 works, jo bring 
ea evi or repentance, ec. W 
e, if we do not bring forth fruit, and that 
ax 3 It ſhould be our care (I ſay) to beſtow as 
much diligence about our hearts,a $7 husbands do about 
cer fruit- trees: they will not > r any ſucker, or tuxuri- 
% ant 


7, 
4 20 


ENDL ; due %ulfdvi 46 they 
en leaſt before th Jeeme tu uny big. 


— — and caſt them any 1 45 doing, the gralt 
| chrivs te baer ad brings to it both: weren nd 
ep D inn 


God hathintruſtedus wich the cuos an Aut Howe 

own hearts; us Hd, wut put into the red do keep it 8 ; 

and to dreſsit; and beſides the charge given us in that be- *5 
half, it behoveth us much for our own good, to * . chern Prov . 
with all diligence : if we hasband them well, the benefit 3 
will be outs; le tooketh for no more but his Rent, (and that 
an eaſie Rent) che glory, and the thanks; the fruits wholly 
accrue to us; as uſu-fructuiries; but if we be ſuch in hul- 
bands, ſo careleſs and hon as to let them Hivſcert, 3 
overgrow with wild vous branches, to hinder the | < 
crivn of the grafts, — — become HE W 5 | 7 
we . the Au bam, | I 
22 age be tere, our Rest, (we g him de 


nor do ee — . — Bur run behin [Hand con- 
— tine . at laſt: - 


It banal dear us re; if we will bare our fruit in 
holineſs, and the end everlaſting life} ro look to it berimes, 
leſt [awe red of bitterneſs e 122 put us to more trou: Heb. 12. 
ble then we are aware of for t, of can be well able 
to deal withal aſterwatds. Thefeſh will find us work e- 

nough to be ſure, it is ever and anon putting forth ſpurns of 
Avarice, Ambition, Envy, Revenge, Pride, Luxury, ſome 
noyſome haſt or other: Like a tocten Dunghit, that's rank 
of weeds if we neglect them bur a little, out of athbught that 
hey can do no great harm yet, or that we ſhall have time e- 

h ro ſnubithem hereafter , „e do it to our own tettain 
a5 advantage, if not utter undoing; we ſhal either nevet be 
able to overtome them, or not without very much thore 
labour and difficulty, then we might have eit it the 
firſt. 

In the meantime, whilſt theſe AO extreſcendicy 


ech, Barons, (1 know not wy ark. ſuf⸗ 


10 


fered, they draw away” the oy _ 


ing Aſide j pe! it ma —— wn gd 25 
Y e:'thewhole 
verſes worth . cogfidering if ne haditime to in- 
us uponit;it ſeemeth to allude throughout to the lopping 
Lene Wee eee the 
100 3 a5 he had ſaid if you deſire the holy 
od, which is to be graſted in your hearts, ſnould 
. bring GY fruit tothe ſaving of your-ſouls] ſuffer not theſe 
ra 1 and naughty ſuperfluities of fleſhly quſts to hinder the 
4 growth thereof ut, off with emi ang with them; and 
e ſo r the better; that ig} 3 len furl d 
Tee fromthis point. before } ball left ir ( but that I hank 
other things to ſpeak to, and may not inſiſt) have preſſed two 
5 more. Firſt; the neceſſity of our Prayers It is true our 
en 240 6 105 ie el God that doth our wotk for us; will 
, ; 3 hpt-witheus: the. affifkance: of his holy 


F fe 
Word. 


ev org are bogrlels;and. we rave no reaſon 

to 6 8 Ange |, 1 if we think dun ſe ves too good 

5 asK it. We may not think we have done all our part to- 

ere egen we have planted and wateredz until 

. ad 1 — — him to do his part too in ging 
N waing eur endeavors with ſueceſa: 1 

* 1 = e ee good bleſſing 

hoy. our Pray endravoxs, we have been enabled to 

1 . any 7 ſuch as he will — t aeteptꝭ take! 

8 155 At er drew the lęaſt part ofthe glory of ie 

109 1.59 Kerr our ſehss or — onen 

P15. e Je vun t Not ito ns; hy n 


Means 80 Fi . hy Name be / the ꝑlo Enouꝑb it. is 
I — + gent t inward. — mal v4; am 
imme rl at che laſt, for the good we have done; 
"gh en e moreſ chen we / deſene) 

mmygnyſhare. mth; glory; let all 
that 45 im a 8 hatſoever fruit therefore we bear, 


2 ITN de let us got be high minded thereupon, 
Nom. 11. e * for we bear nt the Rot, but the 
i | RAGE, 5 
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deavors, the fruit we bear, is ſtill che fruit of the Spirit, and 
not the fruit of our endeavors... 1 I. 
have dwelt long upon this firſt difference, not ſo much 
becauſe it wasthe firſt (chough that ſometimes falleth out 
to be the heſt excuſe we are able to make for ſuch prolixities) 
as becauſe it is moſt material, as ariſing from the different 
nature of the things ſpoken of : whereas the three that fol- 
low are rather verbal, ariſing but from the different man- 
ner of the Apoſtles expreſſions in reſpe& of the words. 
The firſt whereof (the 24 of the whole four) is, That the. 
evil effects proceeding from the ſſeſb, are called by the name of 
works aud the good effects proceeding from the Spirit, are 
called by the name of fruits. The nere is, Why thoſe & theſe, 
being both effects alike, they are not either both alike called 
works, or both alike called fruit; but the one works.the other 
fraits2Thewerks of the fleſs there, here the fruitſof the Spirir? 
For anſwer whereunto,] ſhall propoſe to your choyce two 
conjectures;the one more Theological which is almoſt as new 
to me, as perhaps it will ſeem to you (tor it came not into my 


. 
4 _ 
4 0 
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thoughts till I was upon it;)the other more Moral and Popu- 
lar. For the former. take it thus, Where the immediate Agent 
produceth a work or eſſect xirtute propria, by his own power, 


and not in the vertueofa ſuperior Agent; both the work it 


ſelf produced, and the efficacy of the gperation whereby it is 
produced, are to be aſcribed to him alone ſo as it may be ſaid 
properly & preciſely to de his work. But where the immediate 
Agent operateth virtute alien, in the ſtrength and yertue of 
ſome higher Agent, without weh he were not able to produce 
the leh: though the work done, may even there allo be at- 
tributed( in ſome ſort)to the inferior and ſubordinate Agent, 
as the immediate cauſeʒyet the efficacy wherby it was wrought 
cannot ſo properly be imputed to him; but ought rather to be 
aſcribed tothat higher Agent, in whoſe vertue he did operate. 
The Application will make it ſomewhat plainer. In all 
humane actions, whether good or bad, the will of man is the 
immedidte Agent, ſo that whether we commit a ſin, or do 
a good work, inaſmuch as it proceedeth from our free wills, 
the work is Kill our work howſeeyer. But herein is the 
5 | dif- 
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difference between good and evil actions The Will which © : 


is naturally in this depraved eſtate corrupt and ey) ope- 
rateth by its own power alone, for the producing of a * 
ful action, without ãny co-operation at all (as was ſaid al- 
ready) of God of his Holy Spirit; and therefore the ſin ſo 
produced, is to be afcribed to the fleſhly Will, as to the ſole 
and proper Cauſe thereof, and may therefore very rightly 
be ſaid to be the work of the fleſh : But in the producing any 
action that is ſpiritually good, the Will operateth onely as 
a ſubordinate Agent to the grace of the Holy Spirit, and in 
the power and vertue thereof. d therefore, although 
the good work may in ſome ſort be ſaid to be our work; 
becauſe immediately produced by our Wills; yet it is in truth 
the fruit of the Spirit, and not of our Wills, becauſe it is 
wrought by the power of that, and not by any power of our 

1 Cor. 15. own Wills. Nevertheleſs, not I, but the grare of God with me. 

o . * FfthisconjeRture ſeem but a ſubrilty, and ſatisfie not, let 
it go; tlie other (l e) wil, being it is ſo plain and popu- 
lar. The word fruit, moſt-what relateth to ſome labour 

oing before. Hoc fruſti ab labore pro bis fero, in the old 

Phil. 1. 22. Poet: So in the Scriptures, Nevertheleſs, this is the fruit of 

» Tim, 2. my labour. The Husbandman that firft laboureth, muſt be par- 

65. taker of the fruits. Labour firſt, and then fruits. That 

Pa. 128, Which Davidcallerh the labor of rhe ha#ds, (T how ſpult cat 

„ tte labour of thy bands 4 128. Solomon calleth the fruit 

Prov. 31. of the hands, (Give her of the fruit of her hands) Prov. 3 l. 

31. The reaſon is, becauſe no man would willingly undergo 
any toyl or labour to no end, he would have ſomething or 
other in his eye, that might in ſome meaſure recompence 
his pains; - and that is called the fruit of his labour. Tully , 
therefore Aae Premium and Fructum together, as im- 

| Cor, o. Porting the ſame 74, who planteth a Vineyard, but in hope 

7. 0 eat ef the fruit it! Or whatHusbandman would Plow, 
and Sow, and Plant, and Prune, and Dig, and Dung, if he 
did not hope to find it all anſwered again when he cometh 

Her. 2. Ep, to Inne the fruits? Spe frattut dura 1 The firſt que- 

1.  - ſion in every mans thoughts, when he is importuned to auy 
thing of labour and buſineſs, is, Ecquid erit prrtii p will it or 

wort 


8 Ch 

* 
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worth my labour? what benefit ſhal I reap by it > what wil 
be the fruit of my pains? : 

In all deliberations, where two-wayes are offered to our 
choice, Wiſdom would, that we ſhould firſt weigh as advi- 
ſedly and exactly as we can, the labour, and the fruit of the 
one againſt the other, and as we find thoſe (rightly compa- 
red) te be more or leſs, to make our reſolutions according- 
ly. We are called on hard on both ſides; God command- 
eth us to ſerve him, Satan and the World ſollicite us to the 
ſervice of ſin: Promiſes there are, or intimations of fruit 
on bath ſides; Salvation to our ſouls on the one ſide, Satis- 
faction to our luſts on the other. Here then is our buſineſs 
and our wiſdom, to compare what is required, and what is 
offered on bath ſides; to examine on the one fide. firſt , and 
then on the other, whether the work exceed the fruit, or the 
fruit the work. 
No the Apoſtle, by the very choice of his words here, 
hath (after a ſort) done the buſineſs, and determined the 
controverſie to our hands. In the ſervice of ſin the toyl 
isſo great,that in compariſon thereof, the benefit is as no- 
thing; and in the ſervice of God the benefit ſo great, that in 
compariſon thereof, the pain is as nothing. Where the 
fleſs ruleth all, the work exceedeth the fruitʒ and therefore 
without ever mentioning the frait, they are called the works 
of the fleſs.: But where the Spirit of God ruleth , the fruit 
exceedeth the work; and therefore without ever mention- 
ing the work, it is called the fruit of the Spirit. 

If in this paſſage onely, this different mannet of ſpeaking 
had been uſed by the Apoſtle, it might perhaps have been 
taken for a caſual expreſſion , unfufficient to ground any 
Collection upon. But look into Epheſ. 5. and you cannot 
doubt but it was done of choice, and with this very mean- 
ing; ſpeaking there of the dyties of Holineſs, even as. here, 
without any mention of work, he calleth them by the name 
of fruits; (T he fruit of the Spirit, is in all goodneſs , and righ- 
reonſneſs and truth, verſe d.) But by and by, verſe 11. ſpeak- 
ing of ſinful actions, hedoth not onely call them Works, but 


poſitively, and expreſly calleth them fruitleſs ; Have no fol 
WA | oW- 
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om ſpip with the unfruitfull works of Darkneſſe + Works, but 
without fruit; unfruitfull works of darkneſſdſnm. 
This juſtifiech the Collection to be evident, and naturall 
and without enforcement : The waies of fin are very toil- 
ſome, yet withall unfruitfull; but in all ſpirituali labour, 
there is profit; the fruit wil counter vail the paines, and 


— recompence it abundantly. - We may not unfitiy apply to 
Terent, theſe two his words in the Comedy; In hi fruttus eſt, in illi 
Opern luditur. FOOTE YO | Brom 
The paths of fin ſeem indeed, at the firſt hand, and in the 
entrance, to be very pleaſant and even. The Divel, to draw 
men in, goeth before like a Leveller, and ſmootheth the 
way for them, but hen they are in, he driveth them along, 
and on they muſt. Be the way never ſo dark and ſlippery, 
never ſo crooked and craggy, never ſo intricate or perplext, 
being once engaged, they muſt go through it; per ſaxa, per 
ignes, ſtick at nothing (be it never ſo contrary to the Laws 
of God or men, to all Natural, Civil, or Religious Obliga- 
tions; yea even to the Principles of common humanity and 
reaſon) that Avarice, Ambition, Revenge, or any other vi- 
tious Luſt putterh them upon: Ambulavimus vias difficile c, 
they confeſs it at laſt, when it is too late, and befool them- 
ſelves for it: Ve have wearied our ſelves in the way of wic k. 
edneſs and deſtruction, we have gone through dangerous waies 
Wi'd. 5.7. &c. Wiſd. 5. Thi have wearied themſelves to work iniquity, 
Jer. 3. faith the Prophet eremiah. And the Prophet Habbacuk. 
Hab. 2. 13. T he people labour in the very fire. The Greek word that ſig- 
| nifieth wickedneſs, cometh of another that ſignifieth Iabour. 
Tldynpes of II. And how often in the Scriptures do we 
meet with ſuch like Phraſes astheſe, to work wickedneſs wor ks 
of iniquity ꝰ Saint Chryſoſtomes eloquence inlargerh it ſelf, 
and triumpheth in this Argument more frequently, and with 
greater variety of invention and amplification,” chen in al- 
moſt any other; and he cleareth it often, and beyond all 
exception both by Scripture, and Reaſon, that the life of 
a wicked or worldly man, is a very drudgery, infinitely 
are toylſome, vexatious, and unpleaſant, then a Godly . 
te is. | | TL EDD e 99 


Now 
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No, if after all this drayling, the fruits would (though: but 

in a ſcant proportion) anſwer the pains, it were the more ro. +. 

lerable : but there is no ſuch matter; the ſinner (hath but his 

Labour for his Pains. Nay, 1 may ſay, it were happy for him, if 

he had but his Labour for his Pains, and that there were not a 

worſe matter yet behind. Ihe beſt they can hope in the mean 

time, is nothing but vanity, and vanity is nothing. Aden wallęth pg. ;. 6 

in a vain ſbadow, and diſq uieteth himſelf in vain, ſaith David: The 

work diſ quiet neſe, the fruit vanity. The people labour in the ver 

fire, you heard but now from the Prophet, his very next 8 Hab. 2. 13. 

are, They weary.themſelves for very vanity. Saint Peter therefore 

calleth the conyerſation ofa ſinner avain converſation. And 8. 1 Per. 1. 1 8 

Paul putteth the queſtion home to their conſciences after afort; - . - 


* 1 i 


challenging chem' co anſwer directly to it, if they could, ihat Kom. 6. 1. 


* * 


fruit had ye then of thoſe things ? &c. Ram. 6. 

Na great reaſon then, if we well conſider it, why we. ſhould 
enyy.ſinners, though they proſper never ſo. much in wickedide- 
ſignes, and ſeem to reap the fruit of their labours in che ſuccels 
of their affairs. All temporal advantages of Wealth, Honour, 
Power, Pleaſure, and the like, which are the utmoſt fruit that a 
ſinner can fancy to himſelf of all his labours, have but the ſhew 
and ſemblance, not the truth and reality of fruit; both becauſe in 
the mean time they give not that ſatisfaction in the injoyment, 
which was defired and expected from them in the purſuit, (as 
they write of the Apples of Sodom, that look: very fair and full, 1 
= temp thi eye; but as ſoon as touched, Fathiſcunt in VAgum Stn. A 4 


. 


«lverem, like a Fuſibal, reſolve all into duſt and ſmoak:) as alſo, 
enge they have a very ill farewel with them at the laſt; Honey 
in the mouth perhaps, and that but perhaps neither; but Gall 
certainly in the ſtomack, if not rather rank Hoyſon. Know they 

not it will be bitterneſs in the end ? Shame, Sorrow, and bitter re- 
pentance? and that is the beſt end imaginable of ſuch bad be- 
ginnings: but without repentance, eternal death and damnati- 

on not to be avoided : For the end of thoſe things (abuſed and 
. continued in) « death. R | * 2 11166. od dada 

Let us not therefore either enyy their proſperity, or yet ſol. 

low their example: #/berefore ſhould We lay out our money for that Ila. 5 5. i. 
which is not bread, or aur labour far that Which ſatisfieth uot > when 
we drive a far eaſier trade, with 2 more profit another wayzhave 
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HE N * rea more rerun ind thats , bywaſkio Hinz im the 
3 — 2282 Ind taking upon us the yokepf Chriftt, that 
p Mat "Re 20 2 Told) r e At guy in — of the other, 
5. that of Satan) and a light burden. And we have no reafon o 
= ieve it, Truth it felfhavingt61d us fo ; eſpecial d deln 
that he putteth under the ſhou ler himnſaf alſo, and by bel 
to bear with us, beareth off, in a manner, the whole weight. 
ue, leaving no more for us to carry, ten by the ſtrengrh 6 xn 
us hee knoweth we are well able to bear, if we will but put to our 
8 and uſe that ſtrength. Nay, do but e works 
chemſelves, and you tuft conclude, that his Commandments are 
©. * Moteguitable, and leſs grievous then are the imperious com- 
165.5. 3. mands of our on ng aud Exer ta lifts, Will ny rea- 
ſonable inan, upon the he oſthe names of the things 6 | 

Gample yeild, that Zovezand Foy and Pence, and Genrieueſs, ( for 
le which are fruits of the Spirit, are far more lovely and 
more eafte and delightful fuller of ſweetneſs and 
— toytſoin and vexatious Alen are Hatyeds; and Dr. 
her, aud Emlutidm, and Seditions, end Nlunt bors, and thoſe 

other works ofthe fleſh þ ; 5 

Now, if (as the task is eaſier, ſo che benefit be greater) whit 
exnexcuſe our folly, if we do not pie up Our ſelves to be order 
ed by the guidance of the Spirit in every thinꝑ, rather then 
to; Geeberbe luſts of the fleſh in any ching? Rnd he benefit is 
greater: ¶ ſure reward (faith Solomon. ) For \Gid in not umigius- 
FCC your Labour of fautioandvove. 10 $rvir v var Alch"D4- 
Plal. 19.11 Na; and that many times for a very firtte work done: che giving 
3 vofalCs #þ of cid Water to refreſhi a thirſty ſoul, , nt want 41s 
1 0 1 e Iris our Apoſtles eiſc where, that we fhould ee 
ä alan work ef the Tura Ant! dat u ponthis very 8 
ann * knowy ({aich lie berg # ny De iu the 
rtf we kbourinehis work; Iffiad'the fruitrof it in vate. 
-:1Qnely let us be doinent to tþ eth ne, [arid not be 
inthe Sichhe; before the Corn be half rip The Husbaudmn, 
when he hath done his work in earing an ſowing dd ch wr hex 
Jam. 7, dd receive the preious frnits f tn hr r Mis Gurnerpagain 
te the next day, or the next monthz but he huth vg pansnet Ic&bit. 
randwhethber it chance to be an early Harveſt, or à late Harveſt, 
1 takech tho ſeaſon 40 ir fatiett: Ee fo have 
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for its wu worth, without reſpect to any further reward : and 
certainly, eee the mind, and 
cret laſhes. thoſe 


and man, in eſchuing evil and doing good, is a fruit ner 3 


are, We are told Rom. 2. and if we were not told it, we could 
not but ſee reaſon enough otherwiſe to believe it; chat a man 
may e Jdplatry, a work af the ficſh, and yet /ove Sacriledge Nom. a. a 


 ; F889 well I 


g 10 
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our ſelves in any one fin, ſuffer any one luſt of the fleſh to re- 


3 * 9 | 
(20) N 


wellenough;a work of the fleſh too. There is no neceſſity that 


a a ſweater ſhould be an Adulterer, or an Adulterer a flande- 
ker, or a ſlanderer an oppeſſor, or an oppreſfor a'drunkard, 
or a drunkard a ſeditious perſon, and ſo of many other. 


The reaſon of the difference is, becauſe all ſpiritual graces look 


one way, they all runne to the fame indiviſible point, wherein 


concenter; to wit, Almighty God, who is Bonum Incommuni- 
calile, unchangeable and one: even as all moral vertues concenter 
in the ſame common point of Right Reafon : But ſins which turn 
from God to follow the Creature, and vices which are ſo many 
deviations from the rule of Right Reaſon, do not only neceſſarily 
run towards the ſame point, but may have their ſeveral tenden- 
cies different one from another. Becauſe though God be one, 
yet the creatures are manifold; and although the ſtrait way from 
one place to another can be but one, yet there may be many 
crooked turnings, by- paths, and deviations. Even as Truth is 
but one and certain, but Errors are manifold and endleſs. 
The Spirit of God, whoſe fruits theſe are, is firſt a renew- 


Pfal. 31. ing Spirit: It ereatethꝭ a new heart in a err wherby hee be-. 


cometh a: kind of new creature; it diſpoſeth him to obedience: 


Gat. n And true obedience is copulative; it ſubmitteth to the Comman- 
dus; ders wil entirely, it doth not pick and chooſe. The Spirit of God 
Wid. "Fu is (ſecondly) 2 oly Spirit, The hot 8 ptr it of | Diſcipline >} And 
3. 


ſuch a holy Spirit wil not broek to dwel in a ſoul that is ſubject to 
fin ,. it wil. endure no ſuch inmate: they can no more dwell to- 
gether, chen light can fellow with darkneſſe; but where any grace 
is wanting, there muſt needs be the contrary ſin to fill up the va- 
cuity : And therefore, where that holy Spirit is, there cannot be a 
total defect of any holy grace. The ſpirit of God is alſo a loving 


Spirit, and ſhedderh abroad the love of God in every heart it 7 
keth poſſeſſion of;and love is ſo comprehenſi ve a grace, that it in- 


Rom. 13. cludeth all the reſt, and ſo is, in eſſect, the fulfulling of the whole 


Law; There is a thred of love that runneth through all the parti- 
cular duties and offices of Chriſtian life, and ſtringeth them like ſo 
many rich Pear les into one chain. See 1 (or. 13, throughout. 

.A Conſideration not unuſefufto quicken our care for the ſubdu- 
ws of every ſinfull luſt,- and our ende vour to Have every grace 
olthe Spirit habituated inus; knowing thiat ſo long as we allow 


main 


wo 9 " - » > wt " OS F 
0 * 4 s.. vo z, 1 4 # i 1 
* = 


*4, 7 1 2 
* » 4 3 2 * 

7198 71 r "_ 
er . 
V5 * _— * 

71 . * 


* "4 * 
© '* 2 - LE 4 
BY 3 


main in us unſubdued (at leaſt in reſpect of deſire and'endeavor) * 
there cannot be any one true grace of God in us There are certain” IM 
common 1 Illumination, which are the effects alſo of Gods e 
Spirit, an 
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are therfore cal'd rina, ſpiritual gifts; & theſe in- 1 Cori. 
deed are given by dole, (alius ſic, alius vers ſic)ænowledg to one, to 1. & 14. 1. 
another tongues, to another healings, miracles, &c. All by the fam 7 

ſpirit, manifeſting himſelfto ſundry perſons in ſundry kinds, — 1 Cor. 1. 
meaſures, and dividing to every one ſeverally as he will; but it is 8.-10. 
nothing ſo in the ſpecial graces of Sanctification; there is uo 
diſtribution or diviſton here; either all or none. He that cer? 
rainly wanteth any one (at leaſt in the deſire and endeavour) may” 
juſtly ſuſpect, that all thoſe he ſeemeth to have, are but fo 
many counterfeits; all this variety of graces maketh but one 

The Laſt difference is, that the works of rhe T expreſſy 
faid to be manifeſt, ver. i. but no ſuch thing affirmed of the fruit 
of the Spirit. The moſt probable reaſons of which difference are 
ro my ſeeming, one of theſe two following; Firſt,the common- 
neſs and frequeney of thoſe above theſe, every where abroad in 
the world. The works of the fleſh,” Adultery, Fornication , 
Uncleannefſe, Wantonneſſe, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatreds, 
Emulation, Debate, Wrath, Strifes, Seditions, Hereſies, En- 
vying, Murthers, Gluttony, Drunkenneſſe, and ſuch like, (I 
name them, hecauſe the bare recitall of them will ſave me the la- 
bour of further proof) do ſo abound in all places, that you can 
ſcarce look beſide them; turn your eyes which way you will, you 
ſhall ſee curſed examples of ſome or other of theſe every day, and 
in every ſtreet and corner. Alas, the works of the fleſh! are but 
too manifeſt. eee, 21-414 7200 

Bur the fruits of the ſpirit are not ſo, Love, peace, Gentleneſſe, 
Faith, Meekneſſe; Temperanee, and the reſt : Theſe are very thin 
grown in the world, they are rarities, not every where to be met 
withall; inſomuch as David complaingly cryeth out, there is not 
one godly man left, Pſal. rz. and Pſal. 14. There is none that dot h 
good, no at on? :» And the Prophet Feremiah, when he had run to jer. 3 1 K, 
and fro in the ſtreets of es for the purpoſe to find out | 


a man that executed-'Judgement', and ſought after truth; 
when he had employed his legs, and his eyes, and his tongue 
in the ſearch, he could not yet find the har he looked for: 
Hippes 
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Secondly: the works of the. fleſh may be ſaid to be manifeſt, aud 


them, and the 
The works of theifteſh are ſo mani 


the fruits of the Spirit not ſo, with reſpect to out judgments of 
nefle af deſir 


— — one more then the other. 
ifeſtly evill, chat no man of com- 
mon ſenſe can;lightly he miſta ken in them. Murder, ſedition, drun- 
kenneſſe, adulteryzit is not poſſihle any man ſhould be of ſuch groſs 
underftanding, as to imagine they ſhould be the fruits of Gods 
holy Spirit; they are undoubtedly and manifeſtly,to every mans 
apprehenſion, the works of the fleſn; but as for the fruits of the 
Spirit, they are not ſs manifeſt, but that a man who hath not his 
ſeuſes verie well exerciſed to the diſcerning of good and evil, may 
be euſily deceived therein. Hypocriſie is ſpun oftentimes of a very 
fine thred, and the heart of man abounding with ſo much hypo- 
criſy as it doth. and ſo much ſelflove and uncharitableneſs withal, 
is the moſt deceitſul thing( yea and the moſt deceiv able too, active- 
ly and paſſively both) of any thing in the world. There are on the 
one ſide ſo many Moc graces and ſpecious counterfeits, chat car- 
ry a ſemblance of ſpirityal fruit, but are not the things they ſeem 
to be. And on the other ſide, inordinate love of our ſe Ae & 

d us 


partly want of Charitte towards our brethren, have ſo diſpoſed 
to a capacity of being deceived, that it is not a wonder, if in paſ- 
ſing our j elpecially where our ſelves are concerned) we 
be very much and very oſten miſtgken. It might rather be a-wog- 
der if we ſhould not be ſometimes miſtaken . 

As moſt errors claime to be a little a kin to ſome truths, ſo 


moſt vices challenge a kind of Affinity to ſome vertue. Not ſo 


much from any proper intriaſecall true reſe mblance they have 
with ſuch vertues, as by reaſon of the common oppoſition they 
both have to one and the fame contrary vice. As Prodigality 
hath ſome overly likeneſſe with liberalitie, and ſo may wh to be 
miſtaken for it; for no other cauſe but this only, that they are 
both contrary to covetuouſneſſe, i dn e vd zUẽÜññ, 
ſaith Ari ſtotle truely, fallacy and deception for the moſt part a- 
riſe from the aꝑppearaace of ſome likeneſſe or ſimilitude; when 
things that are like, but not the ſame, are taken to be the ſame, 
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ore hues deny wr — funk as may ſaſtain the ſoul of an ho- 
net hriſtian with „ not yet either ſe abſoſutely 
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wichout it. Ma- 
ny a'pogd L508 toUoubt there s inthe worid chat out of the ex- 


Nis ce of the Kiſnelſe of his own 
eceit, and the ſemſe of his own unwor e could never yet at: 
25 ſo well perſwaded of che —— vf his own: vepen- 
tance, Faith and Obedivgce;/avto the God c, approve 
of it and accept it. The cenſure were very hard, and æ vent u- 
lation it would be of charitie, I am ſure, and 1 think of truth alſo, 
to pronounce ſueh a man toboourofrice Rate of Salvation, or to 
call fuch is di 
that name do conů mne ie, There u c9mmon;-but a\great mi- 
ſtake in tin matter: pd dene urother manner of thing 
then many take it for. When a man thinkethhilnfetf Ib incapa- 
ble of Gods pardon, that he growes thereupon regardleſſe of Fall 
duties, and neither careth what he doth, nor what ſhall become of 
him; when he is once come to this reſolution, over ſhoos, over 
boots, I know God will never forgive me, and therefore I will ne- 
ver trouble my ſelfto ſeek his favour in vain; this is to run a deſ- 
perate courſe indeed, this is properly the ſin of deſpair. But when 
the fear that God hat hol ye ye Inedihim, prompteth him to 
better reſolutions and excitetlrhim to a greater care of repen- 
tance, and newneſle of life, and maketh him more diligent in the 
performance of all holy duties, that ſo he may be more capable 
of pat don: It is ſo far from being an way prejudicial to his e- 
ternal ſalvation, that it is in the readiel way to ſecure it. 
But where tlie greateſt certainty is, that can be attained to in 
this 
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